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8th Grade Band and Late Night Jazz Earn Superior Ratings and “Best Overall” Honors at 
Music in the Parks
 
 On Saturday, May 5, 2018, the Garden City Middle School Eighth Grade Band and Late Night 
Jazz Ensemble, under the direction of Ms. Iovino, competed at the Music in the Parks festival held 
in Fleetwood, Pennsylvania.   After their morning performances the bands spent the rest of the day at 
Dorney Park in Allentown, PA.  The festivities culminated with an awards ceremony held inside the park. 
  The ensembles performed for two adjudicators.  Each group played a warm up piece and two 
adjudicated compositions.   The Eighth Grade Band and Late Night Jazz Ensemble received the highest 
scores of the day with average scores of 96.5 and 93.75 respectively, earning 1st place- Superior Ratings.  The 
Eighth Grade Band won the “Best Overall Concert Band” award for the seventh time in the past ten years.  
The Late Night Jazz Ensemble won the “Best Overall Jazz Ensemble” award for the tenth year in a row.
  Each year the adjudicators select the “Best Overall Jazz Soloist” at the festival.  This year there 
was a tie and both students were from Garden City.  Eighth grade trombone player, Daniel Vazquez 
earned this distinction for the third straight year, along with seventh grade tuba player, Jack Lutz.
 
Congratulations to all the students for their hard work and dedication!

      Another “Adventure” to be had
          By Jimmy Vinciguerra
 This year’s eighth grade trip to Adventureland was a smashing success.  Being only the second year without the 
traditional boat trip, some were still skeptical about the amusement park’s ability to entertain them.  This was weakened 
further by having the widely popular Haunted House closed for maintenance. Despite this, the eighth grade students found 
a way to make it work. Turbulence, Ladybug, and Frisbee were just some of the rides that the students enjoyed throughout 
the day.  If that was too hot to handle, they were able to cool off in the flume ride.  Many had the time of their lives enjoying 
all of the park’s other wonders.  All in all, the trip this year was a total success.  The eighth graders can’t help but agree!
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News
BLACK HOLES

By Emma Rathgeber
 Have you ever heard of a black hole? Do you know anything 
about them? If you said “no” to either of these questions, you MUST 
read this article! Because even light cannot escape a black hole.
And if light can’t escape one, neither can you.
What happens when you get sucked into a black hole?
 Well, if this were to happen, you would have to be in the event 
horizon of the black hole. This area is where matter and energy start getting 
pulled toward the hole. The closer you get, the stronger the gravitational 
pull is. So by the time you reach the black hole, the hole’s gravity is pulling 
harder on your lower body than your upper body. Try going in feet first into 
the hole, because then you will be able to watch this incredible process take 
place. This is a little better than going in head first and having your head 
get pulled off your body- and not even being able to watch! Okay, so, if you 
go in feet-first, your feet will slowly become pulled away from the rest of 
your body. You will become one long, stretched-out noodle. Astronomers 
call this “spaghettification.” After this, you’re really in for a treat! At the 
center of a black hole, everything collapses to a single point- including you.
 Well, congratulations! You have arrived at your destination! Don’t 
get too excited though— scientists don’t have any idea of what to expect 
after you get there.
Building a Black Hole
 As you may already know, the gravitational pull of 
an object depends on how much mass it has. That means that 
more mass equals a greater force of attraction. So what would 
adding this rule to black holes result in? Well, let’s find out!
 Black holes are massive, but they’re dense, too. Density 
is how much mass is compacted into an object. Now, we ask 
ourselves “How much mass is compacted into a black hole?” 
Well, to fully understand, we should make our own black hole.
 Start with a thimble. Now, stuff all of your books into that thimble. 
Then, try fitting in everything else in your house. Why not throw your 
house in there, too? But that’s just the beginning: black holes with a 
thimble-sized event horizon have as much mass as the entire earth! Now, 
imagine a New-York-City-sized black hole. This hole would be able to 
hold all eight planets, along with every other object in our solar system!
 Now, if you ever do get sucked into a black hole, you’ll know what 
to expect, and what you’re getting yourself into (literally). Anyway, how 
bad could it be?  You’d only be getting sucked into a giant, deadly hole 
that can also swallow up stars and planets trillions of times our size…

2018 Tony Awards Nominations
By: Melissa Ng

 Get ready theater fans because the 2018 Tony Awards 
nominations are here! Two musicals with enormous brand names, 
Mean Girls and Spongebob SquarePants, led the pack of Tony-
nominated shows each earning 12 nominations. Five critically acclaimed 
productions: revivals of Angels in America and  Carousel,  were also 
showered with affection by the nominators. The new play  Harry 
Potter and The Cursed Child got 10 nominations. Altogether, this 
year has got some pretty good plays.  Best of luck to all the nominees! 

A Healthier Happy Meal
By Catherine Hayes  

 As of the month of June, all happy meals from McDonald’s will be 
600 or less calories. How is this happening some may ask? Well, McDonald’s 
is taking away cheeseburgers from happy meals by the year  2022. They 
are also adding bottled water, and reformulating the chocolate milk. Also, 
french fry portions will shrink. Chicken nuggets will come in sizes of four 
and six. This may not seem like a lot, but it is better than other fast food 
restaurants. Fast food is one of the major causes of childhood obesity and is 
not going to get any better. About one out of three children eat McDonald's 
every day! McDonald’s is trying to help customers choose a better meal. As 
of 2013, they got rid of all soda in happy meals. And in 2011, apple slices 
were added to happy meals. Jennifer Harris, a professor at the University of 
Connecticut, studies fast food and she thinks the changes are a good idea. 
Harris states, imagine living inside a fast food restaurant. With pictures of 
hamburgers and milkshakes, the smell of french fries. No wonder it’s hard 
for consumers to make healthy decisions. McDonald’s is trying to make 
changes in the health department every year, and it is showing progress!

New “Netflix” Show On Cancer Is A Hit
By: Caroline McShane

 “Netflix” dropped a new PG series on March 23, 2018, called 
Alexa and Katie.  Alexa and Katie is a show for kids to enjoy and sheds 
light on the struggles of having childhood cancer. The main characters 
in the show, Alexa and Katie, are best friends. Alexa and Katie both are 
beginning to start high school. Alexa has cancer. She doesn’t want anyone 
at her high school to know she was sick. Katie is her very supportive 
best friend. When Alexa was losing hair from her chemotherapy Katie 
shaved her head for Alexa. The show displays how strong their bond is 
and how much of an incredible friend Katie is to Alexa during this very 
hard time.  Alexa and Katie is a great show for young viewers. Alexa 
and Katie shows not only the strong bond of friendship, but also the 
struggles of childhood cancer. Cancer is an important topic for young 
children to learn and this show is successful in portraying this important 
topic. The Netflix show released one season and just a couple weeks 
after the first season was released, they were renewed for a second 
season. With 100% rating on “rotten tomatoes”, I suggest you to watch 
the entertaining and eye opening show, Alexa and Katie on Netflix today.

Dance Showcase
By: Erin McEvoy 

 Every year, the eighth grade girls put on a showcase for the 
parents. Before entering eighth grade, you can decide on taking dance 
as one of your electives instead of gym. In dance class, girls learn 
many styles of dance from Mrs. Burke including: salsa, kickline, and 
tap. After those topics are covered, the girls separate into groups of 
their choice and make their own dance to their own song. After about 
two months of creating your dance, you have a show and tell with the 
rest of the girls in your class. That show and tell will determine if you 
make it into the show or not. The real dance showcase this year was on 
Tuesday, May 8. Parents and friends are allowed to come and watch 
the recital. Girls in the dances dress up in costumes and just have fun 
showing their dances. Many were on hand at the Garden City Middle 
School on May 8 and shared the joy and laughter of the art of dance.

   Solo: A Star Wars Story
   By: Niko Karavousanos
 On May 25, 2018 in the United States a new Star Wars  is 
coming out. It is called Solo: A Star Wars Story. The Director of the 
film is Ron Howard. The movie is about two hours and twenty-three 
minutes. In the movie, young Han Solo will meet Chewbacca a 196 
year old Wookie his future co-pilot. He also meets a gambler Lando 
Calrissian. The music is composed by John Powell and John Williams. 
The screenplay is by Jonathan Kasdan and Lawrence Kasdan. I saw 
this movie and I think it was good, but not as good as the other Star 
Wars movies. The movie is exciting and adventurous, but some may 
say it is not the best in the series.

Pictures “Prove” Time Travel is Real
By: Tara Murphy

   For many years, people have wondered about time travel. Is it real? 
How can we achieve it? Well, some people may have found the answer. 
Recently, observers have found traces of time travel in old, famous 
photographs and paintings. These clues include a woman taking a 
selfie in a black and white photo, as well as an ancient Greek woman 
in a carving holding a laptop. You don’t believe me? Read about these 
pictures! 
 An iPhone in New Amsterdam? Tim Cook, the Chief Executive 
Officer of Apple Inc., recently spotted a cell phone in a 350 year old 
painting of a man handing a woman what appears to be a cell phone. In a 
Charlie Chaplin movie, a woman was spotted talking on a cell phone. Some 
theories suggest that the object is a piece of ice to soothe a toothache, but 
many people suggest otherwise. Also, in a photograph from 1938, three 
women are shown with the woman in the center speaking on a cell phone. 
Skeptics had a very hard time criticizing this one, because the object she 
is holding is very clear. A carving from ancient Greece is thought to 
show a woman holding a laptop. Many theories suggest that the item 
is a small chest, but since when does a chest have USB ports? A selfie 
with Marilyn Monroe? It appears that the woman in the background of a 
photograph is taking a picture with her cell phone. It may even be a selfie!
 So, is time travel real? After reading about these pictures, 
it’s hard to believe otherwise. Still interested in this subject? Try 
researching this topic. Some of these pictures may surprise you! 
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News
Sam's Corner

 Nintendo has done it again. First, motion controls. Now these 
pieces of multi-colored cardboard? Why yes. Nintendo Labo was 
announced recently and it will likely push sales of Nintendo Switch. The 
cardboard can be used to make anything from a piano to a house to an 
alien? And you can also make a giant robot suit! The game they come 
packaged with is the “Toy Con”.  The two kits that have been revealed are 
the starter pack (this comes with the house, the steering wheel, the fishing 
rod, and the piano) and the robot kit (just the robot suit). Who would 
have thought that cardboard cut outs could be so cool? You could make a 
mansion, a rat, (what) a piano, and a rainbow. This is a revolution of the 
dankest cardboard I’ve ever seen. Who came up with this? Did one of 
you come up with this? This is a genius invention. Probably more genius 
than anything I have seen in the past. So if you have a Nintendo Switch 
or are getting one soon, you should look into pre ordering the cardboard 
soon.  Labo comes out on April 20, 2018. There’s just one problem 
though. If I’m on the couch being a robot, and then I accidentally spill 
my Monster Energy drink on the unit, you can say farewell to your Labo.

Radical Cardboard

Trivia Time

Which one of these shows has the GCMS put on in 2018
 
A) Peter Pan Jr
B) Singin’ in the Rain Jr
C) Beauty and the Beast Jr

The correct answer is
A) Peter Pan Jr

With the storm on Friday, many areas lost power. It was windy and 
rainy. We all thought that Peter Pan Jr might have to be canceled. 
But the show must go on as they say. The cast and crew battled 
through disrupted signals, howling wind, and the possibility of 
losing power again. There really isn’t that much to say about this, 
other than it was a great show despite those technical difficulties. 

Most people are familiar with Fortnite and the huge rivalry between it 
and PlayerUnknown’s Battlegrounds or PUBG for short. But, would 
you know that while I certainly think that Fortnite is better, PUBG may 
actually be overall better. First off, PUBG is more realistic in art and 
controls. Fortnite is very cartoony and un-realistic. Because of this, 
PUBG is more likely to appeal to older gamers, but it still doesn’t.  Why 
most fans prefer Fortnite could be because of its V-bucks currency, or 
the Robux of Fortnite. The V-bucks have a bit of a price tag but the core 
game is still free, which in my opinion was a great decision. However, 
PUBG, on the Xbox One, Xbox One X, or Windows 10, you have to open 
your wallet to play. But, overall, we’ll leave the final decision to you.

The Good Stuff

R.I.P Avicii
By: Liam O’Brien

 Tim Bergling was a Swedish Dj producer who performed under 
the name of Avicii. He is said to have died not long ago from an apparent 
suicide. Avicii’s parents say that he really struggled with the meaning 
of life and happiness and ended his life in the hopes of trying to find 
peace. His parents say that he was one who was “ a fragile soul looking 
for existential questions.” He was an “overachieving perfectionist” who 
would work and work despite the extreme stress that would cause him 
to undergo.  He had collaborated with an array of artists which include 
Coldplay, Madonna, Robyn, Major Lazer and Daft Punk. He had toured 
relentlessly and in 2014 he was declared the third highest paid Dj earning 
an astounding $28 million. He had stopped his touring in 2016 in order 
to find a balance in his life, and continue to do what he loves, music. 
He said that he was very blessed to have such an amazing live, however 
he wanted time to live the  life of “ a real person behind the artist.” His 
family stated that he was not made for this business machine that he had 
somehow ended up in. His family also stated that he “ was a sensitive guy 
who loved his fans but shunned the spotlight.” Avicii was found dead in 
Muscat, Oman on April 20th at the age of 28. You will be missed Avicii.

Dark Chocolate Is Good For You
Athena Karavousanos

 Many people can agree that chocolate is a very good treat. There 
are also many different types. There is milk chocolate, white chocolate, 
chocolate with other goodies inside, and dark chocolate, just to name 
a few. But dark chocolate is the best for you. Is has the most powerful 
antioxidants and the least amount of sugar. It also is one of the best sources 
of antioxidants on the planet and is packed with many nutrients that benefit 
your health. Antioxidants include vitamins, minerals, and phytochemicals. 
Dark chocolate can also improve blood flow and lower blood pressure. It 
is good for overall cholesterol profiles and better cognitive function, and it 
can give your brain a boost. It also can improve eyesight and protect your 
skin. Dark chocolate might even prevent cancer. So, there are many things 
that dark chocolate can do, but remember not to eat too much. Eating too 
much can promote high calorie intake and weight gain which can be a risk 
factor for many diseases. Eating just a little bit can give you these benefits.

                               Killer Cars
                              By Julia DeSimpliciis
 It is known that a parked car in the sun during a hot summer day 
can reach dangerously high temperatures, but how long does it take? 
To investigate, researchers studied different cars on hot days to see how 
long it takes for them to heat up. The results were shocking. On a day that 
reaches 95 degrees Fahrenheit, within one hour, the temperature inside a 
parked car reached 116 degrees. Additionally, the cars dashboards became 
even hotter reaching 157 degrees, the steering wheel on average was 127, 
and the seats on average was 123 degrees F. Furthermore, imagine going 
into your car that was sitting out in the sun and trying to barely touch 
the scorching hot seats. Now picture leaving a baby in the same car. This 
has become a serious issue. Only leaving for 15 minutes can still cause 
major problems for the child sitting in the hot car. Only 15 minutes! Just 
running a quick errand can cause brain and kidney injuries to your child.

                               The Issue with Social Media
                                           By: Corinne Lafont
       There is nothing new about people preaching how social media isn’t 
safe and how this new platform can lead to negative effects, but as a person 
who uses the same apps, I have finally realized what the true issue is with 
having these “social” apps. It creates a cycle of never-ending ignorant 
values, such as the fact that everyone has to see your new shoes, and that 
validation must come from others, rather than yourself. Recently, I came 
across another Snapchat trend on basically answering a bunch of awkward 
questions and posting it for others to do the same. Why? There is simply 
no point I could find in doing such an activity, and is there truly a need for 
everyone to know that you had a crush on Chad for the last three years? 
Don’t even get me started with these Instagram models. The point that I am 
trying to convey is that children are seeing these trends and are growing up 
in a society where all that matters is validation from outside sources. This 
concept on needing verification constantly is getting to the point that kids 
are learning the wrong values. Drop the mirror, stop evaluating yourself 
based on unrealistic expectations, and always remember that, in the end, 
there is so much more to you than what can be encapsulated in just a post. 
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    Where you can let your voice be heard!
        Always looking for new reporters!  

Editor-in-Chief

Staff Members-Alexa Andron, Julia DeSimplicis, Melina 
Deukmedjian, Aindan Gorelick, Natalkie Greiner, Mary Grlic, 
Catherine Hayes, Athena Karavausanos, Nick Karavausanos, 
Brian Kern, Corinne Lafont,  Erin McEvoy, Caroline McShane, 
Melissa Ng, Chase Palmer,  and Jack Stankey

Reporters-Jimmy Vinciguerra, Sam DeAlbuaueraue, Emma 
Rathgeber, Tara Murphy, Kaitlyn E. Fuoco, Augustin Mignoia-
Murphy, Aila Hanif, and Costa Zografos

Faculty Advisor- Ms. Feerick
Special thanks to all who were instrumental in the 
production
of this paper, including but not limited to: Dr. Osroff, Dr.
Fasano, Mr. Marr, and Mrs. Marchese.

Opinions expressed are the writers’ and do not represent
the opinions of the school board, the advisor, or the administration.
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GCMS CrossFit Intramurals:
All grades invited to join.

Working Together, Getting Stronger, 
Having Fun!!!

Monday and Wednesday Mornings 
starting at 7:30 a. m. in the Fitness Center 

with Mr. Tullo

NFL Owners Approve New Anthem Rule
By:Jack Stankey

 Ever since the whole “standing for the anthem” controversy, 
many sport teams have been conflicted on what to do. The NFL was the 
leading one, as it was the sport where most athletes kneeled. But, the 
NFL recently came to a conclusion about what they would do about the 
rule. All 32 NFL owners voted yes for the new anthem rule. The new 
rule includes the following: players, if they don’t want to stand, must 
remain in the locker room for the anthem. If you are on the field, you 
must stand for the national anthem. If you are on the field and make an 
attempt to sit or kneel, not the player, but the team will be fined. "We 
want people to be respectful of the national anthem," Commissioner 
Roger Goodell said. "We want people to stand -- that's all personnel 
-- and make sure they treat this moment in a respectful fashion. That's 
something we think we owe. [But] we were also very sensitive to 
give players choices." Hopefully this will bring some much needed 
resolution to the subject of kneeling or standing for the national anthem.

Rose KitKats Hit the United Kingdom
By: Natalie Greiner

 This highly Instagrammable KitKat made its debut in Japan and 
South Korea in January and will be on sale in the United Kingdom from 
April 16 onward. KitKats are crazy popular in Japan where there are plenty 
of gourmet versions on offer from green tea to sushi. These colorful treats 
are made using ruby cocoa beans, which give the chocolate its unique 
pink color! In addition to people loving the taste of these candies, they 
are taking social media accounts by storm. People find the sweet treats 
very Instagrammable because of their pretty pink color. So, next time 
you want something to satisfy your sweet tooth, look for a Rose KitKat!

Say Goodbye to Plastic Straws
By: Mary Grlic

 New York is joining the bandwagon of the prohibition of plastic 
straws. In other words, businesses across Manhattan will have to ban 
the use of disposable plastic straws and replace them with straws made 
of aluminum, paper, or metal instead. The bill, introduced Wednesday 
to the City Council, will bar the use of plastic straws, as well as the use 
of plastic coffee stirrers. Although plastic straws accumulate to a small 
amount of waste, the prohibition of straws will decrease the overall 
amount of plastic waste. The council is emphasizing this law because 
plastic trash commonly ends up in the ocean, acting as a detriment to 
sea life. According to Councilman Rafael Espinal, “It's important for 
New Yorkers to understand that the plastic straw is not a necessity. 
It's more of a luxury, and our luxury is causing great harm to other 
environments.” In other words, plastic straws are not a necessity in our 
daily lives, and should therefore be banned to assist our environment. 
According to the New York Daily News, more than eighty restaurants 
have already signed the Give a Sip campaign, pledging to end the use 
of plastic straws. The Give a Sip campaign promotes alternate forms of 
plastic straws, like biodegradable straws and even bamboo straws. Food 
chains, like McDonalds, have also shown support for the campaign 
by eliminating the use of plastic straws. Hopefully, plastic straws 
will officially be prohibited across the world to help our ecosystem.

Stephen Hawking 
By: Meline Deukmedjian

 Stephen Hawking passed away March 14, 2018, at the age of 
76. This was also the day of Albert Einstein's birthday. Hawking was 
one of the most amazing and well known scientists. In 1963, Hawking 
was diagnosed with ALS. This disease causes the muscles weaken and 
eventually it slows down a person's physical functions. When he was 
diagnosed with it, the doctors told him he only had about two years to live, 
but instead lived fifty years and did amazing things. Being in a wheelchair, 
Hawking had  time to think, and brought his attention to modern physics.
 In 1915, Einstein discovered the Theory of General Relativity. 
This explains that the laws of physics don't change for any non-
accelerating observers. Not too long after, a group of physicists 
invented a framework that explained atoms and smaller objects, called 
quantum mechanics. Scientists failed to understand how these connect 
and what quantum gravity is. Hawking got closer to discovering it with 
his doctoral work. He showed that Einstein's theory was that the matter 
and the energy in all the universe is concentrated at a single point.  
Although this did not help answer the effects of quantum mechanics, 
it did point out that studying black holes could bring them closer. 
 Hawking's most important work was when he looked at the 
nature of entropy around black holes. Entropy is the measure of a 
disorder and it needs to increase. Falling into a black hole seemed to 
decrease the entropy. Hawking later discovered the connection between 
the surface area around the black hole and the entropy. This discovery 
led to him learning that black holes have a temperature. Hawking knew 
that if something has a temperature, it radiates energy. So that means 
that black holes are radiating energy. Einstein's equations didn't add up 
to this, so Hawking used both Einsteins and the principles of quantum 
mechanics to show that black holes did radiate energy.   These discoveries 
led to Hawking getting awarded the Lucasian Chair at the University 
of Cambridge. Sir Isaac Newton had once been in this position. 
 Hawking also made a huge impact on the public. He 
published many books including A Brief History of Time  which 
sold over 10 millions copies. He has also appeared on tv. He 
was on Star Trek: The Next Generation, The Big Bang Theory, 
and The Simpsons. Stephen Hawking has inspired so many 
people to publish books, studied science and change the world.

Justify Wins The Triple Crown
By:Athena Karavousanos

 Saturday June 9, 2018, Justify, the favored three-year-old 
chestnut colt race horse, made history by winning the rare Triple 
Crown. The Triple Crown is when a horse wins The Kentucky Derby, 
Preakness Stakes and Belmont Stakes, Justify won all three of these 
races.  The large and muscular Justify was ridden to victory by jockey, 
Mike Smith. Mike Smith was the oldest jockey to win The Triple Crown. 
The trainer of Justify, Bob Baffert, has now got two Triple Crown wins. 
The other race was The Triple Crown win with American Pharoah 
in 2015. There are now 13 horses that have won The Triple Crown. 

https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&biw=1034&bih=871&tbm=isch&sa=1&ei=4r0eW66N


